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WEROWOCOMOCO | The Sacred Heart of the Powhatan Chiefdom

Werowocomoco has become iconic through the legend of
Pocahontas and Captain Smith, but its significance is far
greater than this single story.

For many hundreds of years before the arrival of English
Colonists, the Virginia Algonquins lived and thrived in

an area named Tsenacommacah, which comprised

all of the Tidewater of Virginia and part of the Eastern
Shore. Originally cleared and settled around 1200

CE, Werowocomoco was the sacred cultural heart of
Tsenacommacah and the Tribes who lived there. It was the
center of Powhatan’s Chiefdom; his strategic move to and
settlement on Werowocomoco enabled him to consolidate
his power as Werowance, or Paramount Chief. His authority
grew to include approximately thirty tribes, and was firmly
in place when Captain John Smith was captured and
brought to him in 1607. Werowocomoco was abandoned
by Powhatan in 1609 as an attempt to create distance
between himself and the English, and his power diminished.
Overtime, the exact location of Werowocomoco was lost.

The site, located on a shallow bay and bounded by three
rivers within a mile of each other -- landmark features

noted in Smith’s journal -- was purchased by Bob and

Lynn Ripley in 1996. Scholars had long theorized that this
land was the site of Werowocomoco, and Lynn Ripley’s
growing collection of potsherds, pipe stems, and copper
pieces led to an archaeological dig in 2003 by the College
of William and Mary. Of particular importance among the
vast archaeological findings was evidence of a significant
longhouse believed to have belonged to Chief Powhatan.
Evidence of large trenches, thought to be ceremonial in
nature, was found, along with 20 small copper pieces whose
chemical signature matched those known to have been
traded with the English colonists at Jamestown between
1607 and 1609. These findings put Werowocomoco back on
the map.

Placed under a conservation easement in 2012, and

added to the National Park Services’ Captain John

Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail in 2014, NPS
purchased the site in 2016. Descendants of the Virginia
Algonquin tribes associated with Powhatan’s Chiefdom
have expressed desire that the site remain free of additional
buildings in keeping with its sacred status. It is considered
it to be the historic center of Tsenacommacah and the
Powhatan Chiefdom.

Werowocomoco on Pamunkey River (York River)

/

Timberneck Site “Gateway to Werowocomoco”

Captain John Smith published this map in 1612, which located the numerous villages of Tsenacommacah credit: www.nps.gov

Werowocomoco site: Archaeologists believe Powhatan’s longhouse is
situated beyond, along woodland edge

Water’s edge at Werowocomoco has receded over the years, leaving artifacts submerged

Vehicular drive through Werowocomoco connects to private residence
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Figure 1-2. Map of Eastern Virginia, circa 1607, depicting principal native villages (“Kings’ Houses on Smith’s
(1612) Map of Virginia) and Smith’s 1607-1608 Captivity Route (taken from the Zufiiga (1608) Map).

See Appendix for Zufiga Map. Credit: The Werowocomoco (44GL32) Research Project: Background and 2003 Archaeological Field Season Results

College of William and Mary Department of Anthropology Archaeological Research Report Series Number 1
Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Historic Resources Research Report Series Number 17
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Site as Index of Quintessential Virginia Landscapes

Archaeological evidence on Timberneck ranges from

the Middle and Late Woodland Period, and includes two
ancient shell middens, including one dating from 100BCE
—500CE, and various procurement sites — camps used

as a base for fishing, oystering, and hunting. Located
approximately 10 miles downriver from Werowocomoco,
the landscape of Timberneck was most certainly associated
with Tsenacommacah and Powhatan’s extensive Chiefdom.
The English likely settled Timberneck around 1639, when
George Minifye was granted a patent on the land. In

1792, the land was sold to John Catlett and it remained

in his family for the next two centuries and has been
continuously commercially farmed since that time. Of
particular historic interest, John Catlett held a seat in the
US House of Representatives, and his son and heir, John
W. C. Catlett served several terms on the Virginia House of
Representatives. Included in the archaeological record is
the history of the Catlett Family, the enslaved people who
lived and worked on Timberneck plantation, and up to and
including hunting and fishing camps from the early 20"
Century.

The site is bountiful with evidence of a broad timeline and
range of uses. Timberneck is an embodied index of many of
the quintessential Virginia landscapes: agriculture, maritime
forest, marsh, uplands, wetlands, and estuarine habitat.
Richly layered historically and ecologically, Timberneck
offers an optimal location for a Gateway to Werowocomoco.
Respecting the sacred nature of Werowocomoco, and

the Tribes’ desire for it to remain clear of interpretive
buildings, this landscape provides a beautiful site upon
which to develop interpretive elements. The site is also
perfectly situated to provide recreational and educational
opportunities to both the nearby citizens of Gloucester
County and day-trippers and campers from nearby counties
and the DC region. The Commonwealth of Virginia has an
opportunity to honor the full breadth of its cultural legacy
on Timberneck Farm, from the agriculturally based villages
of the Virginia Algonquins to 17" — 20" Century agricultural
landscapes.

Existing Conditions and Ecology

1.

N o o M Db

Fragmented Forest
Agriculture: crops

Hydrologic drains

Mown parcels

Catlett Islands: Maritime Forest
Catlett Islands: Salt Marshes

Archaeological Site: prehistoric shell middens

®

Gateway to Werowocomoco | Communications Package | January 2018 page 6

Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects



Gateway to Werowocomoco | Communications Package | January 2018 page 7 Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects



GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck as Gateway Site

Most recently, Timberneck was slated for a high-end
development, and to that end, the site already includes a
number of infrastructural improvements that could easily

be reused and integrated into the development of a State
Park. These include roads, walking and biking paths, oyster
beds, boat slips, and a gatehouse. Park staff could reside in
the existing house on site, currently being used by the land
manager.

Existing Infrastructure

o o & 0 Dhd o=

Gate house

Paved road and path

Circa 1800 farm house complex

Property manager house / Maintenance yard
Boat slips

Public boat ramp (adjacent)

aerial with infrastructure labeled

Gateway to Werowocomoco | Communications Package | January 2018 page 8

Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects



Gateway to Werowocomoco | Communications Package | January 2018 page 9 Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects



GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Existing Ecology

Closely affiliated with the landscape of Timberneck, the
Catlett Islands, owned by the Virginia Institute of Marine
Science (VIMS), is one of four reserves of the Chesapeake
Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve System in Virginia
(CBNERRSVA), representative of a significant range of
coastal and estuarine ecosystems along the Pumunkey/York
River. Located in a tidal tributary, the islands are described
in the 2005 CBNERRSVA Management Plan as “parallel
ridges of wetlands surrounded by extensive saltmarshes.”

The hydrology of the Catlett Islands are strongly influenced
by tidal forces along the river and are characterized by
ridge-and-swale topography, and are subject to moderate
to sever shoreline erosion resulting from sea level rise

and wind generated waves. The islands are comprised of
different vegetation communities: low salt marsh which
provide habitat for a diversity of crabs and snails; the
maritime upland forest, dominated by loblolly pines and

a variety of oaks; and the marsh/shrub wetland ecotone,
which exists between the two.

The islands include an active heronry and are ideal habitat
for nesting bald eagles. The islands are extensively used by
eagles for foraging, and up until 2003, a pair nested there.
As the nesting substrate is still intact, it is hoped a nesting
pair will return.

Working in partnership with VIMS and CBNERRSVA, the
preservation of the uplands and wetlands of Timberbeck
would provide added protection to the overall hydrological
health of the Pamunkey/York River and the Catlett Islands
and the grasslands and tidal marshes on site.

Ecology

Salt Marsh
Maritime Upland Forest

=» e Drainage
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Site Proposed Land Use

Stewardship of productive land, either ecologically or
agriculturally, begins with building and maintaining healthy soils.
Regenerative agricultural production can be an efficient and
effective model for value-added land management, ecological
stewardship, and soil building. Well managed grassland

and savannah habitats will benefit native plant species and
pollinators.

Cropping offers an additional off-season field crop product
without disturbance or tilling. As an example, malting barley
could be grown and harvested, then sold in support of local
Virginia craft breweries. Small scale field crop and vegetable
production also offer an opportunity for demonstrating

the agricultural methods of the Virginia Algonquin in
Tsenacommacah, but would require additional labor inputs.

Agroforestry methods of forestry management could offer
solutions to the labor and fossil fuel-intensive mechanical
control of invasive species. Post-clearing, reforestation with
native species would help create conditions for healthy edge
and woodland habitat. Timber, nuts, and fruit are other by-
products of agroforestry production that, like crop production,
create conditions for sustainable land management and revenue
generation.

Proposed Land Use

Interpretive Landscape
B Reforestation
Agriculture: Crop Production
Pollinator Meadow
Agriculture: Marine
Marina: Boat Landing and Entry
B Cartop Boat Launch: Kayaks and Canoes
Facilities and Staff Housing
[ Possible Event Parking

Ecology
Salt Marsh
Maritime Upland Forest

@&» Drainage
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Site Recreation and Circulation

With minimal development, one can envision a State Park
that allows for a variety of program, suitable for those visiting
for the day or camping for a few days. Hiking and biking

trails — taking advantage of the paths already on site — would
lead the visitor through a broad range of Virginia landscape
typologies and offer exploration and guided interpretation.
Birders will enjoy the site’s location along the Atlantic Flyway,
Catlett Island’s resident herons, and could watch hopefully for
the return of a nesting pair of bald eagles.

From its prime location on the Pamunkey/York River, we may
expand upon our partnership with the NPS Captain John
Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail. It would provide
both a landing site for those kayaking and canoeing along
the trail and a starting point, complete with interpretive
elements, for those launching from Timberneck. With the
addition of a kayak and canoe launch, along with the already
constructed boat slips, visitors would be able to travel up-
river to Werowocomoco, downriver to the Chesapeake, and
explore the Catlett Islands. While direct access to the Catlett
Islands would be restricted, the ongoing research conducted
by CBNERRVA provides another opportunity for guided
interpretive elements.

A successful precedent that could be employed here is that
of the Mississippi River Paddle Share in Minneapolis. This
program allows people who have experience on a kayak,

but don’t own their own boat, the opportunity to explore the
islands and shoreline of Timberneck. This kayak share is also
associated with a bike share, so visitors would be able to tour
the site on bicycle, and then at one of three Bike and Boat
Share Stations, explore the rest of the State Park via water.

Proposed Recreation and Circulation
Hiking Trail or Boardwalk
Bicycle Path
Vehicular Road
Kayak and Canoe Route
Motorized Boat Access and Route
Public Boat Ramp
Pedestrian Rest and Overlook

O Campground Facility
Archaeological Site
Bike and Boat Share Station
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Site

Hiking and biking trails, along with the opportunity to
explore the creeks and marshes, will take the visitor through
a diversity of cultural landscapes and land management
strategies. Existing at a small scale and with more focus,
these landscape types will also be concentrated on

the southeast peninsula. It is envisioned that from this
overlook, the majority of the site’s interpretive elements and
amenities will be located. This focused intensity of program
condenses the cultural and agricultural land use types into
one area.

Beautiful and abundant in history both culturally and
ecologically, Timberneck should be embraced as a place
that holds the full arc of Virginia history. Focused as the
Gateway to Werocomomoco, it would be able to tell

the full story of the Virginia Algonquins as the original
stewards of Tidewater Virginia. Through this lens, the story
of subsequent colonization, plantation and commercial
farming by the Catletts, the lives of the enslaved workers,
and the natural history along the shores of the Pamunkey/
York River becomes that much richer.

Proposed Recreation and Circulation

Hiking Trail or Boardwalk
Bicycle Path
Vehicular Road
Kayak and Canoe Route
Motorized Boat Access and Route
Public Boat Ramp
Pedestrian Rest and Overlook

Q Campground Facility
Archaeological Site
Bike and Boat Share Station

Proposed Land Use

Interpretive Landscape
I Reforestation
Agriculture: Crop Production
Pollinator Meadow
Agriculture: Marine
Marina: Boat Landing and Entry
B Cartop Boat Launch: Kayaks and Canoes
Facilities and Staff Housing
[ Possible Event Parking

Ecology
Salt Marsh
Maritime Upland Forest

e» Drainage
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Interpretive Landscape
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Southeast Peninsula Key

1. Interpretive Landscape

Spatial framework for understanding
index and timeline of inherited cultural
landscape

2. Recreational node

Exchange: bike and paddle share,
access to water

Reforested land
Productive Agriculture: crops

Pollinator Meadow

I

Aquaculture and recreation: York River
and Catlett Islands

N

Boat slips

8. Path to Oyster Point

Vantage of perspective rendering Aerial of existing landscape
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GATEWAY TO WEROWOCOMOCO | Timberneck Interpretive Landscape
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Cedarbush Creek Key

1. Walkway to kayak launch and
Archaeological Site

2. Recreational node

Exchange: bike and paddle share,
access to water

Parking for car-top launch
Forested Edge

Pedestrian Walk

Pollinator Meadow
Productive Agriculture: crops

Campground

© ® N o o ~ O

Salt Marsh

Vantage of perspective rendering Aerial of existing landscape
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Gateway to Werowocomoco Historic and Cultural Basis

¢ Virginian peoples shift to sedentary ‘
foraging and planting crops to

depend on human-generated

harvest. Sedentary foragers

estabish camps along floodplain

' Tsenacomacoh is
established during the
Late Woodland Period.
Pottery shapes changed
during this time to make

Human occupation characterized terraces. Inadvertent cultivation of _

by nomadic hunting gnd gathgrlng plants with large fruits and seeds them more suitable for
wild foods. Paleo-Indians begin to begins boiling starchy plant
visit the same places repeatedly to ' material.

hunt and gather wild foods.

PALEO-INDIANS & PLEISTOCENE EPOCH ARCHAIC WOODLAND WOODLAND EUROPEAN CONTACT

15,000 - 8000 BCE 8000 - 1200 BCE 1200 BCE - 1600 CE 1200 BCE - 1600 CE 1600 CE

Around 1000 CE, maize, beans, and
additional squash varieties make their
way to Virginia.

[ J

Eastern Agricultural Complex emerges around 2000 BCE

+ Deliberate cultivation of plants begins centered around the
shaded area in the map above. Goosefoot (Chenopodium
berlandieri), sunflower (Helianthus annuus), marshelder (lva
annua), and squash (Cucurbita pepo), otherwise known as the
Eastern Agricultural Complex, made up the majority of Native

American diets at the time.

Carbonized maize from Western Virginia
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Figure 1-2. Map of Eastern Virginia, circa 1607, depicting principal native villages (“Kings’ Houses on Smith’s Dispersed settiement pattern

(1612) Map of Virginia) and Smith’s 1607-1608 Captivity Route (taken from the Zusiiga (1608) Map).
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Lg\;véir;:g ;dellc;‘:;icagcoes:n 1(83 k:{?ts::s assl':iI; gc /D Hapludults, sloping/steep | Moderately well in the future. make the most of their conservation investments.
the modern shoreline. The Chesapeake Bay was raines Jan Feb Mar Apr May June The long fetch up the York River allows for A ination of icinformati tem:
created about 5,000 to 6,000 years ago when 10 Johns sandy loam | Moderately well drained substantial wave action along the Catlett Islands. (GIS) analysis and stakeholder involvement was
the lower course of the Susquehanna River was . . with the northwest winds that accompany some used to identify areas where conservation efforts
flooded by rising sea level. 11 Johns variant loamy sand | Moderately well cold front and often occur with the passage of would support multiple benefits as well as to
drained storms. identify opportunities for developing a linked
The Quaternary strata of the Coastal Plain results ) corridor system throughout Hampton Roads.
from deposition in shallow marine or estuarine 2B Kalmia sandy loam, 0 to 4 percent siopes | The resulting maps and supporting information
environments accumulated during a series of Well drained will be made available to the Hampton Roads
marine Iransgr_es_sions_. Substantial, hundred 148 Kenansville loamy fine sand, 0 to 4 percent Iocali_ties _and the state and federal agencies
meter scale, variations in sea level were caused slopes | Well drained working in Hampton Roads for use in their
by climate driven changes in the volume of planning processes.
the ice caps. As sea level rose, the surf-zone 16 Lumbee sandy loam | Poorly drained
moved across and eroded the gently sloping
land surface. When sea level was nearly static, 21 Ochraquults-Haplaquepts complex | Poorly
the erosion of the shoreline and near shore zone drained
sculpted a distinct steeper slope. The eroded
sediments along with material supplied by river sfained Okeetee sandy loam | Somewhat poorly
input were deposited somewhat further offshore.
As it happened, each successively younger, sea- 23 Osier loamy fine sand | Poorly drained
level high stand was somewhat lower than its
predecessor. This probably occurred as a result 248 Pactolus loamy sand, 0 to 4 percent slopes |
of several factors including a long-term decrease Moderately well drained
in global average temperature beginning in the . ;
Cretaceous and an increase in ocean basin ﬁf‘ane " Pamlico and Portsmouth soils | Very poorly
volume that accompanied the growth of the !
Atlantic. 27C/D Psamments-Hapludults complex, sloping/ Suitability for Conservation
steep | Moderately well drained R
I:l Low Suitability
20A/B/C Suffolk fine sandy loam, 0to2/2to6 /6to10 " P
percent slopes | Wel drained. e [ High Suitabilty - WATER QUALITY
e Sulfsdqusnis, frequently flooded | Very @ Ve LowAcarton: 1100y [ High suitability - HABITAT
poorly draine " PR
. Very Low Erosion: 0 to -1 ft/yr - High Suitability - BOTH
31B Wrightsboro fine sandy loam, 2 to 6 percent .
I Quatemary / alluvium slopes | Moderately well drained ([ J Low Erosion: -1 to -2 ftiyr || opportunities for Connectivity
Medium Erosion: -2 to -5 fi/yr
Quatemary / gravel o High Erosion: -5 to -8 ftiyr — Birding & Wildlife Trail Loops
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COASTAL VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL VALUE ASSESSMENT (VEVA) MARSH TYPES FORESTED AREAS SHADOW STUDY TIDAL MESO AND POLYHALINE MARSHES

The Coastal Virgini

. Spring/Fall Equinox: Sunrise-Noon
(VEVA) was developed to be a comprehensive,

Spring/Fall Equinox: Noon-Sunset

“AF ) Tidal marshes take on several different
4 morphologies. f s
Extensive marsh: a large marsh where the length

GlIS-based tool to guide the land use and »
conservation planning of local governments and < L Smooth Cordgrass Spike Grass Saltmeadow Hay Black Needlerush
planning districts in the Coastal Zone of Virginia. and depth or width are roughly comparable; most - 7 Spartina alterniflora Distichlis spicata Spartina patens Juncus roemerianus
Coastal VEVA improves upon and replaces the . b extensive marshes are drained by many tidal AN <
former Priority Conservation Areas (PCA) data S channels and creeks which have little freshwater - l ‘\
layer. . input. Extensive marshes extend into the open QWY V4 _ 1
water and have water on two or three sides P g
The PCA was developed in 2008 to combine

several existing GIS conservation priority Fringe marsh: a marsh which borders along a s \

datasets. including the VA Dept. of Game section of shoreline and generally has a much Yad

and Inland Fisheries' Priority Wildlife Diversity greater length than width or depth. Fringe marshes y

grow nearly parallel to the shoreline and can be - //

Conservation Areas; VA Dept. of Conservation

and Recreation Division of Natural Heritage wide or narrow. » ‘/‘

Conservation Sites Layer (CSL) and Natural X .

Lands Network (NLN); and VCU Center for Embayed or Creek marsh: a marsh occupying a \

Environmental ~ Studies Aquatic Resource drowned creek valley; in many large creek marshes

Integrity Layer. In 2010, these same state the salinity decreases headward; this type of marsh \ q ¢
partners were joined by DCR-Division of Soil and may be divided for inventory purposes into sections < L \
Water and Virginia Institute of Marine Science- ilsigni_ficam changes in the plant corrununity occur ™~ vy

Center for Coastal Resources Management to along its length. \ /

gff;ﬁ;‘:: ;nrézr;;:?pr;ﬁ;ugy ‘isngmselzmi: Marsh Island: an isolated marsh surrounded on all (

the PCA, the inclusion of VIMS' Aquatic Priority sides by open water; interior portions of the marsh A

Conservation Areas layer, and the inclusion of may contain trees scattered at highest elevations /

Virginia’s Healthy Watersheds data, as identified
by VCU-Center for Environmental Studies.

Summer Solstice: Sunrise-Noon Summer Solstice: Noon-Sunset
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