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Placemaking in Tsenacomacoh is based on the relational 
orientation of land and water, as seen from the vantage 
point of a canoe. This was embedded in the language and 
naming before the rise of agriculture among the Virginia 
Algonquians. For example, 

• Attamuspinck - Atamasco-lily swamp
• Pamunky - Sloping hill
• Winsack - Pleasant place at river mouth
• Namoraughquend - Fishing place 

A few notable exceptions to naming convention include 
Chickahominy (Course Ground Corn People) and 
Werowocomoco (Place of the Antler Wearers).

Many of the settlements of Tsenacomacoh were located on 
the inner coastal plain, which had the best combination of 
good fishing, level riverfront soils, freshwater marshes, and 
mixed deciduous forests.

There was a cultural move from a forager-fisher lifestyle 
to town-based horticulture. Some towns were made up of 
30-40 houses, with houses and residential spaces in the 
center and scattered along elevated terraces by the river.  
Below these terraces, garden plots were located long the 
flood plain. They were typically 100-200 sf in size.

The Algonquian integrated domestic plants into their yearly 
subsistence cycles. The diet of Tsenacomacoh was diverse 
enough to insulate people from catastrophic consequences 
of failure of any one food source.  

Arrow arum (Peltandra virginica) tubers were foraged and pulverized to make 
flour for bread.

Oysters were collected at procurement camps

Common rush (Juncus effusus) was woven into mats

Mixed deciduous forests provided nuts for foraging and opportunities for 
hunting

Section of Typical Virginia Algonquian Subsistance Landscape
Credit: Helen C. Rountree, Before and After Jamestown: Virginia’s Powhatans and Their Predecessors
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500’0’ 1000’ 2000’

FORESTED AREAS

Maritime Upland Forest

Riparian Forest
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page 70 SITE AND SYSTEMS ANALYSIS | SHADOW STUDY Middle Peninsula State Park : Timberneck Unit - Gateway to Werowocomoco Master Plan | May 2018

1” = 2000’
1000’0’ 2000’ 4000’

Spring/Fall Equinox: Sunrise-Noon

Summer Solstice: Sunrise-Noon

Spring/Fall Equinox: Noon-Sunset

Summer Solstice: Noon-Sunset

SHADOW STUDY 
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page 64 SITE AND SYSTEMS ANALYSIS | PREVAILING WIND DIRECTION Middle Peninsula State Park : Timberneck Unit - Gateway to Werowocomoco Master Plan | May 2018
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CAMPGROUND AREA Plan

1” = 100’
50’0’ 100’ 200’

LEGEND

1. Walk-In Campsite

2. Walk-In Campsite Parking

3. Back-In RV Site

4. Pull Through RV Site

5. Bathhouse

6. Host Site w/ Drainfield

Connection

7. 100’ x 200’ Drainfield

8. RV Dump Station
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CAMPGROUND AREA Plan

1” = 100’
50’0’ 100’ 200’

100’ RPA Buffer

16 Primitive Walk-in Tent Sites 
Under Existing Mature Hardwoods

14 Vehicular/RV Sites 
in Existing Field
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CAMPGROUND AREA Section

Existing Site ConditionsCampground AreaRPACedarbush Creek

830’ 70’

Western Bank of the Creek

1” = 100’
50’0’ 100’ 200’
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Existing Site ConditionsCampground Loop & RV SitesWalk-in Campsite AreaResource Protection AreaCreek

Walk-in Campsite
Capmground 

Loop Road
Capmground 

Loop Road
Existing 

Bike PathBathhouse
Back-In 
RV Site

Pull Through 
RV Site

Existing 
RoadMown PathRPA Mown Path
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CAMPGROUND AREA Local Precedents Comparison

Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park Camp-Resort at Gloucester Point (200 Sites)Gateway to Werowocomoco Proposed Campground (30 Sites)
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CAMPGROUND AREA Local Precedents Comparison

Chesapeake Bay RV Resort (365 Sites)
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CAMPGROUND AREA Local Precedents Comparison

Grey’s Point Camp (Over 400 Sites)

1” = 200’
100’0’ 200’ 400’
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Bethpage Camp Resort (Over 400 Sites)

CAMPGROUND AREA Local Precedents Comparison
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LEGEND

1. Accessible Boat Launch

2. Boat Launch Ramp/Shoreline

3. Staging Plaza & Resting Place

4. Future Interpretive Boardwalk

and Overlook

5. Vault Restroom

6. Boat Drop Off

7. Kayak Storage Structure

8. Recreational Lawn

9. Gravel Boat Trailer Parking

10. Turn Around

11. Car Access Road

12. Gravel Parking Lot

13. Bike Access Path

14. Bike Rack

15. Future Hiking Path
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INTERPRETIVE PENINSULA Master Plan Scheme

1. Picnic shelters (2) with shared restroom
2. Multi-purpose Open-Air Education Pavilion
3. Accessible Outdoor Classroom
4. Crushed oyster shell path
5. Existing Farmhouse: Colonial Period Agriculture
6. Boat Slip Entrance Path
7. Water’s Edge and Marsh Terrace Algonquian

Subsistence: Foraging and Cultivation
8. Lower Terrace Algonquian Subsistence Plot

Rotation
9. Lower Terrace Algonquian Subsistence Plot

Rotation
10. Upland Deciduous Forest:  Algonquian Burned

Forest Garden
11. Upland Deciduous Forest:  Algonquian Guided

Foraging
12. Visitor Access Road
13. Overflow or Staff Parking
14. Future Phase Staff House
15. Existing Boat Slips
16. Timberneck Creek
17. Catlett Islands
18. Existing Cemetery

Key Plan
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INTERPRETIVE AREA Plan

Key Plan
1” = 60’

30’0’ 60’ 120’

1. Picnic shelters (2) with shared restroom
2. Multi-purpose Open-Air Education Pavilion
3. Outdoor Classroom (Grass Slope)
4. Restroom
5. Accessible Entry Plaza:  pervious concrete pavers
6. Crushed oyster shell path
7. Asphpalt Parking Lot
8. Lower Terrace Algonquian Subsistence Plot

Rotation
9. Upland Deciduous Forest

10. Visitor Access Road
11. Existing Cemetery
12. ADA path surrounding outdoor classroom
13. Plaza benches
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INTERPRETIVE AREA Section

1/16” = 1’
8’0’ 16’ 32’

Outdoor Classroom Interpretive Pavilion Entry Plaza and Picnic Shelters Parking LotInterpretive 
Landscape
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STRUCTURES Ancillary Structures

Aerial view Aerial view looking down peninsula
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