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Engineering Updates

• Engineering Job Approval Authority (EJAA)

– Definition

– Narrative

– Charts

• Contract Section 3

• Hiring a Professional Engineer (PE)

• EJAA Reviews

• Competency Reviews

• Engineering Training



Engineering Job Approval Authority 

(EJAA)

• Definition 

added to 

glossary 

(page IX-

2):



EJAA Narrative

• In both 

sections 

before 

charts

• Pay close 

attention to 

part in bold!



EJAA/PE Charts

• EJAA issued for each NRCS 

component of VACS practice

• Must have approval 

(“approved box” on design 

cover sheet) to go to 

construction by an 

authorized individual

• Some designs require a PE



EJAA/PE Charts

Cost share, located in 

Guidelines section, pages II-

14 through II-18

Tax Credit, located in Tax 

Credit section, pages IV-6 

through IV-9

• Lists NRCS components 

that require EJAA, and 

NRCS components that 

require a PE

• If not listed, neither EJAA 

nor PE required



Contract-Section 3

• Engineering Workgroup item on the TAC

• Change the language of the Technician 

Practice Installation Certification to eliminate 

EJAA 

• Signatory must verify that all items have been 

approved by someone with the proper authority

– This applies to forestry, nutrient management, 

conservation planning, engineering, etc.

All components of the practice!



Contract-Section 3

I certify that all administrative and technical 

components of any practice listed above for 

payment and/or tax credit have been completed 

by an appropriately qualified individual and it has 

been determined that each practice meets all 

applicable standards and specifications 

necessary for certification, payment and/or tax 

credit.  All practices are subject to spot check 

procedures and any other quality control 

measures.



Hiring a Professional Engineer

• With the SL-6 backlog and resultant extra 

funding from DCR, hiring a PE is always an 

option

• Must use the same process as you would for a 

structure (i.e. Littershed)

• Developing the scope of services is crucial! 

Contact us (Engineering Services) for 

assistance 

PE must be registered in the State of Virginia



Hiring a PE

• Before Construction (design phase):

– PE must provide a complete plan set

– This includes a cover sheet!

– Must sign and seal each sheet in the plan

– Must include the following on the cover 

sheet:
To the best of my professional knowledge, judgment and belief, the design, 

construction drawings and specifications meet applicable NRCS standards and 

specifications.  

Registered Engineer, P.E. Date



Hiring a PE

• Construction Phase

– The producer is responsible for hiring the contractor and 

ensuring that the inspection plan is carried out and the 

practice(s) is completed according to the approved construction 

drawings and specifications.

– The producer shall notify the District before construction is 

scheduled to begin.

– Changes made during construction must be approved by the 

Professional Engineer who signed and sealed the plans and 

must be noted on the As Built drawings.



Hiring a PE

• After Construction:
– PE must create as built documentation, including as built 

drawings

– The producer must submit all applicable items listed under the 

Checkout Statement of Work from eFOTG to the District.  

– Must have the following on cover sheet:

To the best of my professional knowledge, judgment and belief, these 

practices are installed in accordance with the construction drawings (as 

shown on these “As Built” drawings) and specifications and meet NRCS 

standards. 

_________________________________________

Registered Engineer, P.E. Date



EJAA Reviews

• For District staff who had current NRCS 

issued EJAA prior to October 31, 2013

• Starting with the highest workload 

districts

• Three designs, one field review

• Once review is complete, issued DCR 

EJAA if deemed satisfactory



Competency Reviews

• Being conducted at the same time as 

EJAA reviews, same process

• For new staff who do not have NRCS 

issued EJAA

• May be converted to EJAA once program 

fully staffed

• Voluntary



Engineering Training

• July 12, 2016

– Culpeper VDOT

– Advanced Culvert Design and Construction

– Area I JED

• August 24, 2016-Graves Mountain

– Spring Developments

– Engineering Blitz



Engineering Training

• Wytheville/Abingdon

– October

– Pressure Watering System

• Prince George

– September

– Pressure Watering System

• Charlottesville

– TBD

– Ford Stream Crossings



Questions???
Will add this presentation to the District Engineering 

Services webpage found at:

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil-and-water/district-

engineering-services

Contact:

Amanda S. Pennington, PE

District Engineering Services 

Manager

804-786-0113

amanda.pennington@dcr.virginia.gov

Raleigh Coleman

Ag. BMP Engineering Specialist

540-270-0039

raleigh.coleman@dcr.virginia.gov

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil-and-water/district-engineering-services
mailto:amanda.pennington@dcr.Virginia.gov
mailto:raleigh.coleman@dcr.Virginia.gov

