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What is a conservation plan?

 It is voluntary, site specific, 
comprehensive, and action-oriented…

 It is based on natural resource information 
and is a record of decisions made by the 
client…

 Which describes a system of practices and 
activities needed to solve identified 
natural resource problems and take 
advantage of opportunities.
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What a conservation plan is not…

 It is not just for inventories to document 
practices for reporting purposes.

 It is not to only meet program 
requirements to qualify for financial 
assistance or the installation of a single 
practice.
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Conservation Planning Process

 The conservation planning process used by 
NRCS is based on the premise that clients 
will make and implement sound decisions 
if they understand their resources, their 
natural resource problems and 
opportunities, and the effects of their 
decisions.

 So the success of conservation planning 
and implementation depends on the 
voluntary participation of the client.
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Conservation Plans

 The conservation plan is a written record 
of the clients management decisions and 
the conservation practices and systems 
the client plans to use and maintain on 
their farm.
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Conservation Planning is Complex and Dynamic

 A fundamental truth:

 To do conservation planning right, real 
conservation planning, it is complicated, 
interactive, and a time-consuming process.  

 Automating our assessment tools, developing 
new planning software, streamlining program 
rules, having the eFOTG and digital ortho-
imagery (and the list goes on)….will NOT 
change that fact.
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So how do we get there?
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NRCS Technical Criteria

 National Planning Procedures Handbook

 Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

I.  General Resource References

II.  Natural Resource Information

III.  Conservation Management Systems

IV.  Practice Standards and Specifications

V.  Conservation Effects

14
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Planning Criteria
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Conservation Practice Standards and 
Specifications

16
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Environmental Evaluation
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Conservation Plan
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A Conservation Plan Includes:

 Producer/landowner determined objectives and 
goals;

 An aerial photo and diagram of your farm;

 A soil map and soil descriptions of your property;

 Resource inventory data, forage crop potentials, 
livestock carry capacity, etc.;

 A list of treatment decisions;

 A location and schedule for applying 
conservation practices you want to install on 
your land; and

 A plan of operation and maintenance of your 
conservation system.
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Benefits of a Conservation Plan

 Save money as your land becomes more productive;
 Increase sustainability by protecting natural resources 

that support your business;
 Increase the value of your property;
 Conserve soil and water resources;
 Prevent off-site impacts and comply with 

environmental regulations;
 Create habitat for wildlife;
 Reduce time and labor;
 Promote health and safety for your family;
 Make your land more attractive and promote good 

stewardship; and 
 Help you become eligible for USDA program including 

crop insurance.
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NRCS Protection

- Technical References

- Practice Standards

- Design Guides

- Job Sheets

- Standard Drawings

- O&M Agreements

- Planner Certification

- Resource Evaluation Tools

- USFWS T&E Agreement

- VDHR CR Agreement

- Engineering

- JAA

- Soil Scientists

- Soil Information

- Wetland Specialists

- GIS Specialist

- Agronomy

- Biology

- Forestry

- Economics
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Historical Perspectives

 “We cannot depend on windshield surveys 
and office planning to carry out a job of 
the complexity and magnitude of 
safeguarding our farmland and controlling 
floods.” 

Hugh Hammond Bennett

 “There is no virtue in planning merely for 
the sake of planning. Unless plans can be 
translated into action, planning becomes 
only a profitless mental exercise.” 

Hugh Hammond Bennett
23
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 
letter to USDA by: 

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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