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Presentation Focus 
Assessing economic influences of 

water trails in Virginia





Participation in Outdoor 
Recreation

-State of economy

-Employment status

-Type employment

-Higher wages

-Home ownership

-Retirees



Nationwide Economics of Outdoor 
Recreation, Natural Resources 
Conservation & Historic Preservation

• 9.4 million jobs

• $107 billion in federal, 

state and local tax 

revenues

• 1.06 trillion in economic 

activity
(Southwick Associates for the USFWS, 2011)



Hunting, Fishing, Wildlife viewing, 
Hiking, Camping, Skiing, Paddle sports 
and Bicycling

• $821 billion a year

• 6,435,000 jobs

(Southwick Associates for the USFWS, 2011)



Contribution of National Parks to 
Local Economies

-NPS properties receive 281 million visits annually

-Visitor spend $12 billion 



Virginia Tourism & Recreation 
Grown Steadily Since 1980s

Virginia Tourism Plan 

highlights linkages 

between outdoor 

recreation and tourism.



Expenditures by Virginia Tourists 
and Residents 

For every $11 spent –

$1 is spent on state outdoor recreation 

Source: Virginia State Parks – Chuck Wyatt, 2013)



Virginia’s Economy Benefits 
from Outdoor Recreation

USA - $730 billion annually – one in 20 jobs

Virginia - $18 billion annually 

Source: Outdoor Industry Association   



Visiting Natural Areas in Virginia

2011 Virginia Outdoors Survey



Water Trails 

Virginia needs a local community impact study for water trails.



•

Resources about 
Beaches

-Surfrider Foundation

-National Ocean

Economics Program’s 

Center for Blue Economy



Wildlife Watching, Fishing, 
Hunting & Boating

.

Hunting

$871,501

Fishing

$1,142,098

Wildlife Watching

$958,607



Boating

(Murray, 2012)



Boating

(Murray, 2012)

2011 Expenditures by 

Power Boaters &Sail Boaters

Over $ 1 billion   - $1,110,658,023 

Number of Power Boat & Sail Boats

251,028



Thanks for sticking with me!

Janit Llewellyn Allen

Department of Conservation and Recreation
Janit.llewellyn@dcr.virginia.gov
804-786-0887
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