
Strategic Principles for a Resilient Virginia
OCEANS 2022 Conference

October 19, 2022
Matthew Wells - Director, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation



About the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

• The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) is the 
state's lead natural resource conservation agency. DCR 
protects what Virginians care about - natural habitat, parks, 
clean water, dams, open space and access to the outdoors.

• Parks and Natural Area Preserves

• Land Conservation

• Soil and Water Conservation

• Dam Regulation

• Floodplain and Resilience

Virginia Physiographic Provinces – DCR Natural Heritage Data Explorer



Principle 1: We are committed to addressing challenges relating to 
flooding and resiliency

“The impacts of flooding are felt across the commonwealth, and Governor Youngkin has ensured that resiliency and flood mitigation efforts are a 
priority for this administration.” – Travis Voyles, Chief Resilience Officer and Acting Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources



Principle 2: We must address these challenges with programs that 
work for all impacted parts of Virginia

Coastal Virginia Sea Level Rise Risk Projections



Principle 2: We must address these challenges with programs that 
work for all impacted parts of Virginia

Statewide Historic Flood Risk Data (1996-2019) Statewide Storm Risk Data (2017 – 2022)

https://www.fema.gov/data-visualization/historical-flood-risk-and-costs


Principle 3: The programs we implement must work together as 
parts of comprehensive, cohesive plans

Coastal Resilience Master Planning Framework



Principle 3: The programs we implement must work together as 
parts of comprehensive, cohesive plans

Coastal Resilience Master Plan

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9e32e928ed304fa98518b71905e43085/page/Introduction/


Principle 3: The programs we implement must work together as 
parts of comprehensive, cohesive plans

Virginia Flood Protection Master Plan



Principle 4: These programs and plans must be developed and 
implemented with transparency and input from the public

Inform

Consult

Involve

Collaborate

• Coastal Resilience Technical Advisory Committee
• Resilience Coordination Working Group
• Community Outreach and Engagement Plan
• Annual Resilience Stakeholder Meetings
• Public Comment Periods for Coastal & Statewide Plans



Summing It Up

Principle 1: We are committed to addressing challenges relating 
to flooding and resiliency

Principle 2: We must address these challenges with programs 
that work for all impacted parts of Virginia

Principle 3: The programs we implement must work together as 
parts of comprehensive, cohesive plans

Principle 4: These programs and plans must be developed and 
implemented with transparency and input from the public
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