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Master Planning Process Framework



Guiding Principles

• Acknowledge climate change and its consequences, and base 
decision-making on the best available science.

• Identify and address socioeconomic inequities and work to 
enhance equity through coastal adaptation and protection efforts.

• Recognize the importance of protecting and enhancing green 
infrastructure like natural coastal barriers and fish and wildlife 
habitat by prioritizing nature-based solutions.

• Utilize community and regional scale planning to the maximum 
extent possible, seeking region-specific approaches tailored to the 
needs of individual communities.

• Understand fiscal realities and focus on the most cost-effective 
solutions for protection and adaptation of our communities, 
businesses and critical infrastructure.



Goals
1. Identify and prioritize projects to increase the resilience of coastal communities, 

including both built and natural assets at risk due to flooding and sea level rise 

2. Establish a financing strategy, informed by regional differences and equity 

considerations

3. Incorporate and promote climate change projections into Commonwealth’s programs 

addressing coastal adaptation and protection

4. Coordinate state, federal, regional, and local coastal region adaptation and protection 

efforts



What We’ve Done



Conceptual Model



dcr.virginia.gov/crmp/



What We’ve Learned



Coastal Flood Hazard with SLR
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Flood Hazard Impacts 



Community Context



What We’re Doing About It



Building Coastal Resilience



Funding Coastal Resilience



What’s Next

Elevated Groundwater
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Master Plan Centralized Survey Results
Flood Hazard Priority by Master Planning Region
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Rainfall-Driven Flooding

https://midatlantic-idf.rcc-acis.org/



Adaptive Program Management

Learn and Improve



QUESTIONS

Website:  
dcr.virginia.gov/crmp/

Email Questions or Comments to:
Flood.Resilience@dcr.virginia.gov


