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More Funding Means Cover Crops Can Pay for Themselves


(Your City, VA) – Thanks to increased reimbursement from the Virginia Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost-Share Program, planting certain kinds of cover crops can make the bottom line grow. 


“Now farmers can experience an immediate economic benefit from a year-round system of continuous cover, as well as the longer-term production benefits of ‘keeping something green on the soil,’” said [Name, Title] of [Name] Soil and Water Conservation District.


In the 2011 program year, farmers can receive $25 per acre when they plant small grain and harvestable cover crops or $35 per acre for legume and specialty cropland cover.  In addition, producers who grow small grain cover for nutrient management can qualify for an additional $25 per acre by planting early and an extra $10 per acre by planting special rye cultivars. Economic estimates show that for a typical agricultural operation, the maximum payment will meet costs of cover crop installation.


Cover crops also offer immediate environmental benefits. They prevent soil erosion caused by wind and rain, and reduce nonpoint source pollution by slowing runoff and taking up excess nitrogen that otherwise would leach into the water table. As biomass from crop residues accumulates over a period of several years, it improves soil structure and tilth, along with moisture retention and drought resistance. 


Ultimately, farmers can experience reduced fertilizer costs and even increased cash crop yields, especially when cover crops are combined with no-till cultivation practices. In Virginia’s Coastal Plain, for example, producers have dramatically increased the organic content of the sandy soil by planting cover crops and have set national records for no-till wheat and corn yields.

Cover crops are one of five sets of priority agricultural best management practices promoted by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, which administers the Virginia Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost-Share Program. The Commonwealth’s 47 Soil and Water Conservation Districts carry out the Virginia Cost-Share Program at the local level.


District staff can help farmers apply for many different cost-share funding programs to help implement cover crop best management practices. They also can identify other conservation programs for which agricultural operations of all kinds can qualify.

For more information, contact [First Name, Last Name] at [Name] Soil and Water Conservation District, [phone number] or [email address].
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