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Dear River Friends,

The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation and the State Scenic River Board are
pleased to announce that in 2010 Virginia will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Scenic
Rivers Program. For 40 years, this program has aimed to identify, designate and help protect rivers
and streams that possess outstanding scenic, recreational, historic and natural characteristics of
statewide significance for future generations. To date, the Commonwealth has determined that 24
river segments totaling 529 river miles are worthy of this prestigious designation. This we could not
have done without the support of many local partners advocating for recognition of their rivers.

With the arrival of the 40th anniversary next year, we think it is time to honor this program through a
series of special recognition events and outreach. Some of the proposed signature events in the
planning include:
e Hosting a 40th anniversary commemorative event
e Creating and strengthening partnerships with state and local partners to promote the
anniversary
® Sponsoring photography and writing contests
Guided tours of designated rivers
e Designating at least four new rivers in 2010

We would be pleased to collaborate with you in the celebration of this program. Partnership
opportunities include working together on a signature event or the photo and writing contest,
marketing opportunities, river trip planning, media relations, volunteer recruitment, and the
designation process. If you’d like to partner with DCR in promoting the Scenic River Program
through local programs like these, or if you’d like to request a media packet, please contact the DCR
Scenic Rivers Program Manager, Lynn Crump, at (804) 786-5054 or lynn.crump@dcr.virginia.gov or
DCR Public Relations Specialist, Kim Hodge, at (804) 786-7961 or kim.hodge@dcr.virginia.gov.

We look forward to working with you at this exciting time!
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List of potential partnership opportunities:

Pass a resolution. The 2009 General Assembly passed a resolution that recognizes 40 years of
honoring statewide designation of Virginia’s scenic rivers (see attached). Your locality could
pass a similar community resolution recognizing the scenic river in your area.

River float trips. If there are local float trips that you host, the 40th anniversary could be a
theme for one of the trips. Whether for an existing trip or one planned for this celebration, a
DCR staff member or scenic river board member will participate in the float whenever
possible to provide information about the program.

Local water-related festivals, Earth Day festivals and clean-up events. Part of the festival
could tie-in with the 40th anniversary. When possible, a DCR staff member or scenic river
board member will participate in activities, and when appropriate, set up a scenic river
display.

Photography contests. Help spread the word about the contests and get submissions or
possibly be a judge.

Help DCR update their scenic river web pages with your scenic river success story. These
short stories (120-150 words), which can be illustrated, will highlight your local river and the

Scenic Rivers Program.

e Media outreach and marketing efforts where applicable.

e Let us know of other ideas you might have.
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This flyer can be requested for use as a
handout from Lynn Crump: (804) 786-5054,
lynn.crump@decr.virginia.gov, or Kim Hodge:
(804) 786-7961, kim.hodge@dcr.virginia.gov.
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
GENERAL ASSEMBLY"

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 819
Commending the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, January 30, 2009
Agreed to by the Senate, February 5, 2009

WHEREAS, the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program was established in 1970 and will celebrate its 40th
anniversary in 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program designates and helps protect rivers and streams that possess
outstanding scenic, recreational, historic, and natural characteristics that are of statewide significance; and

WHEREAS, scenic river designations result from initiatives from partnerships of local organizations, local
governments, state agencies, and the General Assembly of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, since the advent of the program, 24 river segments totaling more than 500 river miles have
been designated as state scenic rivers; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) administers the Virginia Scenic
Rivers Program, is assisted and advised by the State Scenic River Advisory Board, and receives guidance from
locally appointed advisory committees; and

WHEREAS, rivers possessing outstanding scenic qualities continue to be evaluated and added to the system;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby recognize
the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program in advance of the occasion of its 40th anniversary so that the State Scenic
River Advisory Board, the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, and interested citizens and local
governments may plan for appropriate celebrations in 2010; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program as an expression of the General Assembly's gratitude for the

efforts of those state and local entities and individuals who have moved this program forward for the benefit of
all Virginians now and in the future.

House Patron: Hargrove

7/] s :)}n——«m-n-d

Clerk of the House of Delegates



