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Region Leadership
Includes Virginians

The national caving organization, the
National Speleological Society, consists
of a number of regions. The oldest of
these, called the Virginia Region,
comprises all of West Virginia, the
District of Columbia, and Virginia, as
well as contiguous parts of Maryland and
North Carolina. At its fall business
meeting in October, two West Virginians
were named as chair and vice-chair
respectively (George Dasher of
Buckhannon and Robert Frostick of
Charleston). Ronald Morton of Richmond
was elected new treasurer, while Tom
Spina of Virginia Beach is the new
secretary,. Ron is a member of the
Richmond Area Speleological Society,
which has developed a fundraising
project (bingo games which it operates
under the Virginia law authorizing
non-profit organizations to do so) that
enables it to underwrite many important
caving activities. Tom Spina is active
in the Tidewater Grotto, which in 1984
won the NSS Conservation Award for its
activities in behalf of cave protection
and preservation. The Richmond group,
it should be noted, earned this award
three successive years, 1981-1983, as
well as-having shared it in 1978 with a
Tennessee individual.
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Grand Caverns Event

On a cloudy mild November 8th, a small
group met at Grand Caverns Regional Park
for a special cave tour. This event had

been set up by the Cave Board to
introduce state lawmakers and
administrators to some of the

underground resources of which citizens

of Virginia can be so proud.

Afterward, in a note of thanks, Del. Ken
Plum of Reston wrote, "I have a good
appreciation of the importance of the
work that you do."

Thanks are due to the management of the
Regional Park, which opened their
visitors' facility and the show cave to
our group. During the Grand tour, we
were accompanied by Glenda Reid, a
former park staffer, who shared with us
some historical facts about the cave
that she had learned through research.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we did
not enter Fountain Cave but instead,’
through the courtesy of Lyall Steger, a

neighbor, toured Madison’'s Saltpeter
Cave on his property on the same hill.
Here we were able to see the signature
of George Washington high on the wall
and also some specimens of the isopod
that lives in the lake water there (a

small creature so rare that it is known
in no other locality in the world and is

on the endangered species list), One
may wonder if George Washington himsself
carved his name into the rock there,

although handwriting experts say that it
seems to be authentic and, in any case,
as revolutionary troops were known to
have been in the cave, the signature is
of historic age. An early map of this
cave by Thomas Jefferson .is to be found
in a book on Virginia by Jefferson.






