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In Introduction to the Virginia Cave Board
Karen M. Kastning, Radford University

The Virginia Cave Board (originally known as
the Virginia Cave Commission) was established by
the Virginia General Assembly in 1979. The
board is composed of eleven members, appointed
by the governor for four-year terms and selected
for their activity and knowledge in the
conservation, exploration, study and management
of caves. By agreeing to serve, the members have
accepted a responsibility to:

1. Protect the rare, unique and irreplacable
minerals and archaeological resources found in
caves.

2. Protect and maintain cave life.

3. Protect the natural groundwater flow in caves
from water pollution.

4. Protect the integrity of caves that have unique
characteristics or are exemplary natural
community types.

5. Make recommendations to interested state
agencies concerning any proposed rule,
regulation or administrative policy which
directly affects the use and conservation of
caves in this Commonwealth.

6. Study any matters of special concern relating to
caves and karst.

The VCB, a collegial body of the Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recreation, is
active throughout Virginia in environmental
education and conservation of caves and karst.
Some of the activities that have proven worthwhile
to the Virginia Cave Board may be useful to other
organizations; therefore, a partial list of recent
activities of the VCB follows:

Educational and environmental
projects in Kkarst:

Speleological exhibit, Virginia Museum
of Natural History, Martinsville, VA:
VCB members served as guest curators and
consultants in the production of an exhibit entitled
"Buried Treasures: Caves of the Virginias". Work
on scripting began in 1987. The premiere showing
of the exhibit occurred at Radford University
during March and early April 1991. The exhibit
was a central component at the grand opening of
the Virginia Museum of Natural History in
Martinsville, Virginia in late April 1991. The
exhibit has rotated on tour among the branch
museums of the VMNH at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg and the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville, and the main museum in
Martinsville. The exhibit includes the video, /nto
the Ground... Into the Water, produced by Captain
Ron Erchul (Virginia Military Institute) with
participation by several VCB members. The Cave
Board continues to provide support for the exhibit
with guest speakers and educational material.

"In Karstlands...What Goes Down
Must Come Up!" cave conservation
poster: This 22" x 28", full-color poster was
distributed to nearly 1000 ninth-grade Earth
Science teachers in the Commonwealth of Virginia
as well as to individuals in several other
institutions. It emphasizes the role of groundwater
in the karst system and how it may be easily
contaminated by man. The poster was funded by
the Natural Heritage Program of the Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recreation and
the Virginia Department of Education. Distribution
was funded by the Cave Conservancy of the







