




















2010 recap
• Found in Tennessee, south of Bristol Va. 

• Found in Missouri, on the edge of the American Midwest in Gray 
bats. 

• Found in the GSM National Park, in a cave that is home to the 
state's largest colony of endangered Indiana bats.

• Found in Southeastern Myotis in Chesterfield, Virginia, new species, 
new fauna!!!!

• Now in western OK in Myotis velifer, new species,new fauna!!! 



As of June 1, 2010 bats with White

Nose Syndrome have been found in 9 VA 

counties, Bland, Bath, Giles, Rockingham, Smyth, 

Tazewell, Highland, Craig and Chesterfield, with 

other sites showing early signs 



Geomyces destructans found in Myotis 

austroriparius (Southeastern myotis)

• Spring, 2010: near fall line in Virginia, far from cave 

hibernacula 

• Southeastern myotis not known to hibernate in 

Virginia’s caves

• Potential for spread to southern bat populations via 

interactions with WNS positive M. austroriparius

• May have indicated that WNS had already spread 

deeper into the southeast



How is WNS Spread?

Bat-to-bat

May be spread by human 

activity

(FWS has requested a 

voluntary ban on caving)



More Questions Than Answers
Is it the fungus killing the bats?

• Investigation takes time

• Complex coordination needs

• Control presents biological and social challenges

• Two listed species 

vulnerable now

• Potential to impact

25 of 40 N. Am. bat species



VA State agencies working 
with Federal agencies and 

caving organizations on WNS




