Invasive Alien Plant Species of Virginia
Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum (Vell.) Verd.)

Description introduction, the plant has spread
Parrot's feather, a member of thethroughout the southern Unite
water-milfoil family (Halo- | States and northward along both
ragaceae), is a herbaceous aquaticoasts. It appears to prefer warmer|
perennial that gets its name from themilder climates and has spread
feather-like appearance of its gray-quickly via plant fragments throug
green leaves. The leaves arewaterways and drainage syste
arranged around the stem in whorlsand intentional plantings.

of four to six, and may be submerged

or emergent. Stiff, bright green, Threats

emergent leaves are 1 to 2 inche€cause of its appearance and e
long with 10 to 18 segments per le 7 of cultivation, par.rot’s.feathe.r ha
The stem and leaves can grow up tdeen used extensively in both indopi
a foot above the water surfac ,and outdoor aquaria and as a popul
giving the appearance of small fir Water garden plant. It has escap
trees. The submerged leaves aré&ultivation, however, and whil
limp, but the stems are stiff and very PITot's feather may provide cover
vigorous. When attached to a ba k,for Some aquatic organisms, 't_C n
the plant can extend several yardsS€riously change the physical
across the water. Male and femalecharacteristics of lakes and strea
flowers are on different plants, b
only the female plants have been
found in North America. Beside
parrot’s feather and another no
native, Eurasian water-milfoi
(Myriophyllum spicaturn eight
native species of Myriophyllum ar
found in eastern North America.
Consult a botanist to confir
identification before initiating an
control measures.

Parrot's Feather (Myriophyllum
. . Saquaticum (Vell.) Vergl.
t The shade from dense infestations

can alter aquatic ecosystems, and thBlant parts, using mechanical

controls such as cutting and
_drainage canals. Many Underwater rototilling will tend to
municipalities are spending €nhance its rate of spread. Although
hundreds of thousands of dollafst 1S considered by some to be
annually to control parrot's feather. SUSceptible to herbicides, achieving
Flooding, drainage and irrigation Complete control is difficult. The
problems, and increased mosquite"Mergent stems and leaves have a
populations are all legacies of thisWaXxy cuticle that requires a

single aquatic plant. Yet it continues SUrfactant  for — penetration.
to be a challenge to persuade gar epurfactants, however, are harmful to

thick growth can clog irrigation an

Habitat centers to remove it from their MOst aquatic organisms. Use
Parrot’s feather is a native of the jnhyentories. herbicides approved for use in
Amazon River and was introduced wetlands and follow the label
to North America in the Control directions. One nursery owner killed

Washington, D.C., area aroundBecause parrot’s feather spreadsa severe infestation in his irrigation
1890. However, since its rapidly through fragmentation of pond by drawing down the pond in

For more information, contact the Department of Conservation and Recreation or the Virginia Native Plant Society.
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Invasive Alien Plant Species of Virginia
Parrot’'s Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum (Vell.) Verd.)

winter and freezing the plant out,
apparently completely eradicating it.

This fact sheet was substantially
prepared by Barry Reynolds to
fulfill course requirements at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute &
State University.
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