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What Is a conservation plan?

> A voluntary, site specific, comprehensive, and
action-oriented plan...

> Based on natural resource information and a
record of decisions made by the client...

» Which describes a system of practices and
activities needed to solve identified natural
resource problems and take advantage of
opportunities.




Types of Plans and Associated \OJ
Planning Requirements:

» ACS and BCS Plans

Alternative Conservation System and Basic
Conservation System Plans — Developed to
carry out the provisions of the Food Security Act

> RMS Plans

Resource Management System Plan
> Progressive Planning
> CNMPs

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans —
Developed for Animal Feeding Operations
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How do we get there?

> Nine Step Planning Process:
1 — Identify Problems and Opportunities
2 — Determine Objectives
3 — Inventory Resources
4 — Analyze Resources
5 — Formulate Alternatives
6 — Evaluate Alternatives
[ — Make Decisions
8 — Implement the Plan
9 — Evaluate the Plan
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Technical Criteria

» National Planning Procedures Handbook

> Fleld Office -
. Genera
|. Natura

‘echnical Guide (FOTG)
Resource References

Resource Information

Il. Conservation Management Systems
V. Practice Standards and Specifications

V. Conservation Effects
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Quality Criteria

TU.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Services
Virgima — Rev. 4 — June 28, 2011

SECTION III-1
Quality Criteria
Technical Guide

Natural Resource
Concern

Description of
Concern

Virginia Quality
Criteria

Assessment Tools
for
Quality Criteria Evaluation

Measurement Unit

Soil Erosion -
Sheet and Rill

Detachment and transport
of soll particles caused by
rainfall splash and runoff
{sheet flow) degrade soil
quality.

SAME AS NATIONAL

Sheet and rill erosion does not
exceed the Soil Loss Tolerance
wpr

Visual assessment (pedestals,
rills)
RUSLE2

Tons/Acre/Year —
average annual tons of
erosion reduced per acre
far the field or planning
area/unit

Soil Erosion -
Ephemeral Gully

Small channels caused by
surface water runoff
(concentrated flow)
degrade soil quality and
tend to increase in size. On
cropland, they can be
obscured by heavy tillage.

SAME AS NATIONAL
Concentrated surface waler runoff
is controlled sufficiently to
stabilize the small channels and
prevent reoccurrence of new
channels.

Visual assessment
Volume calculation

Tons/Year — average
annual tons of erosion
reduced for the field or
planning area/unit

Water Quality -
Excessive
Nutrients and
Organics in
Surface Water

Pollution from natural or
human induced nutrients
suchas N, P,and S
(Including animal and other
wastes) degrades surface
water quality.

Nutrients and organics are
stored, handled, disposed of,
and managed such that surface
water uses are not adversely
affected.

Nutrient application in
accordance with VA 590
Standard (follow Nutrient
Management Plan)

Stream Visual Assessment
Protocol — USDA/NRCS
(SVAP)

P index

Mational Engineering
Handbook, Part 651, Ag. Waste
Mgt. Field Handbook

Surface water chemical/particle
sampling and assay

DCR 303d report

WVisual Assessment

CNMP

Risk Assessment for Water
Impairment from
concentrated/feeding livestock
areas.

Nan Measurable
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Conservation Practice Standards \=/
and Specifications

COVER CROP
(Ac.)

CODE 340

Ensure that plants designated as noxious
DEFINITION weeds in Virginia shall not be used as cover

Crops.
Crops including grasses, legumes, and forbs 7

for seasonal cover and other conservation Ensure that cover crop residue is not bumed.

PUrpOSes. Additional Criteria to Reduce Erosion from

Wind and Water

Select and manage cover crops to ensure
Reduce erosion from wind and water. adequate protection of the soil during critical
erosion periods.

PURPOSE

Increase =oil organic matter content.

o Current erosion prediction technology shall be
Capture and recycle or redisiribute used to determine the amount of cover crop
nutrients in the soil profile. hiomass andior residue needed to achieve
Promete biclogical nitrogen fixation and site-specific erosion reduction objectives.

reduce energy use. Additional Criteria to Increase Soil Organic
Matter Content

Select and manage cover crops to produce
and return to the =soil large quantities of above-
Manage soil moisturs. and below-ground organic material.

Increase biodiversity.

Suppress weeds.

Minimize and reduce soil compaction. To maximize fotal soil organic matter (total =oil
), select and manage cover crops to produce




Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Evaluation

- - - & Clhant Hama:

B. Concervaiion Plan ID # [as apeicabe):
ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION WORKSHEET (= = 050 e ity cotoea -

. Cliant's Objsotivic] [purpoca]: C. Idertifoation # (fam, tract, Asd S, =hc 25 neguined)
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Conservation Plan

Q’M RLQ ANVWHERE SERVICE CENTER OSCAR HICHS

B 100 USDe DR DISTRICT COMSERVATIONIST
. o PAOWHERE, Wi 10000-0000

T8

Conservation Plan

' ICHN DOE
000 ROWHERE DRIVE
ANYWHERE, VA 10000
R
Objectve: To improve water gual By and quantties and the quslity of %sed and lerages on Bis iracl. Ferce
cattle from stream Improvirsg eerd heatth and cross Tencing bor batter disiribution, Mr. Doee has a9 80 miking
nead dairy with 50 hailers and dry coas spraad cuer seviml racts

Wi shart has been Seveloped for your sudmal
cred 10 Be implisnenied whes &l
let conservation plis.  These clements include; e proper
Sl wadewater end B rapedive slivage structure or reatmens facilicy for the AP 2 ph s based
nutrient mamagement plan Sor all land where manure will te applied, 2 land reatmens plan de
and weater quality conceens on the land where menwe, agricultunel wasses or organic
mialmenance of wrimes records By the prodecer which decaments the implemestati;

Tract 1904
Croglard

Canssrvatian Crop Rotation [328)

O crops in & plannad rolalion Tor bicdioersily and e pravide adeguate amounts of oganic material for

eroson redudtion, nuirient bakance and sustained sol organic matier. This rotaton corststs of corn Tor

Silage follownd smal grain cover crop Being grown for 8 masiem of 3 yaars andgrass Bsing grown for

I yaars, Thig rataton wil be reapplisd in #e Tollowing ysars. The date on the chart shown below s
dafs ihal the rotafon is io begin

Planned
Trac Figlid Amoint

I T I

Cloaa-grraimg grasees egumes, of amall grain wil be groen for seasonal probection, sail mgrovenent
ard rasfrient management. Small grain wil be planted folk eorn

Appliad
Waar Amauni Dala

) I R
1) I R
I I R




NRCS Conservation Planning \OJ
Policy

> Certification Levels:
o Certified Conservation Planner Designation

« CNMP Planner Designation
Manure and Wastewater Treatment Specialist
Land Treatment Specialist
Nutrient Management Specialist
Feed Management Specialist




