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Mark Meador, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Welcome and introductions

Ms. Martin welcomed members. She expressed appreciation to Farm Bureau for hosting
the meeting. She said that hopefully everyone had the opportunity to review the current
draft of the Regulation, dated December 28, 2011 that was distributed by email. A copy
of that version is available on the DCR website. She said that version of the regulations
would be the focus of the meeting.

Ms. Martin said that only the sections revised since the December 16, 2011 meeting
would be part of this meeting’s discussion.

Discussion of the draft requlations

Definitions (4VAC50-70019)

A member asked if the “Technical Review Committee” would need to be in every Soil
and Water Conservation District.

Ms. Watlington said that would be discussed under the review of plans.

Under the definition of “owner” it was suggested to insert the phrase “of a management
unit” and delete the term “agricultural.”

It was noted that the TMDL definition was a generic permit definition as defined by
DEQ.

Minimum standards (4VAC50-70-40)

Ms. Martin turned to the section on minimum standards.

A member asked if the list of practices was different than what was presented at the last
meeting. He asked what the basis for the change was specifically with regard to cover
crops in item #3.

A member said that it would likely mean that cover crops were part of the rotation, but
were more likely to be part of the conservation plan.

It was noted that there needed to be clarity regarding nutrient management plans and
conservation plans meeting the definition of “T.”
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It was suggested that item 5.b. become item 6. under subsection A.

It was suggested that subsection B be stricken.

Review of a resource management plan (4VAC50-70-70)

In the review of plans each Soil and Water Conservation District would have a review
committee.

It was noted that there needed to be strong guidance to ensure consistency of the reviews
in all Districts.

Concern was expressed regarding the limited resources of both the Soil and Water
Conservation Districts and the Department of Conservation and Recreation.

DCR will have oversight of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts with regard to the
RMP program.

Inspection frequency (4VAC50-70-90)

A member asked how DCR would know the inspection requirements were being met.

Questions were asked regarding the frequency of the inspections. Onsite inspections
should occur every three years.

DCR will perform random spot checks.

It was suggested that three years be the baseline, but that the frequency could be
increased if the risk increases.

A member asked what should be reported, if anything, on an annual basis. There was a
discussion of documents that should be available at inspection.

Lifespan of RMP or lifespan of Certificate of RMP Implementation (4VAC50-70-80)

Discussion centered on whether the lifespan of the certificate should be 6 years or as
many as 10 years.

It was suggested that a 6 year cycle needed to be a simple renewal process.

For a 10 year cycle there needs to be consideration of the financing component.
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A member suggested that the certificate would be a living document and would require
ongoing inspection.

A member said that the renewal process would be important.

Under 4VAC50-70-90, subsection E, it was suggested that the word “shall” be changed
to “may.”

Consensus was not reached regarding the lifespan of the certificate.

It was noted that certificates being considered for renewal must consider new TMDLSs.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Next Steps/Next Meeting

The next meeting of the RMP RAP will be Tuesday, February 14 at 9:00 a.m. in the West
Reading Room of the Patrick Henry Building, Richmond, Virginia.



